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(54) INFORMATION PROCESSOR AND FAULT DIAGNOSTIC METHOD 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To monitor and judge the presence or the absence of fault of a monitoring 
circuit by providing a means which judges the fault of the monitoring circuit in the case 
where there is no reset signal from the monitoring circuit within a standby period in a 
cold start mode, and starting a system in a hot start mode when the reset signal is 
received within the standby period. 

CONSTITUTION: When a CPU is reset, a start mode is judged by an MPU (step SI). 
When the hot start mode is judged by a watch-dog timer(WDT), etc., normal processing 
is executed (step 82), and when the start mode is judged to be the cold start mode, the 
system is turned into a standby state for the period enough for the WDT to operate 
(step S3). Then, when the WDT operates normally within the standby period, the CPU is 
reset, and when it is restarted, the system is tuned into the hot start mode. On the 
other hand, in the case where the WDT does not operate within the standby period, the 
WDT is judged to be faulty (step S4). 
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